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The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) Center for Homeland Defense and Security is pleased to announce that 27
of the nation’s top homeland security officials recently completed its Executive Leadership Program on May 11. The
program brought together officials from across the nation and from all levels of government and the private sector to
discuss, debate and explore strategies and policies for homeland security. The program is the newest in a series of
graduate and executive level programs sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s National
Preparedness Directorate, FEMA and developed and conducted by the NPS Center for Homeland Defense and
Security.
The Executive Leadership Program was launched in August of 2006 and met for four one-week intensive sessions
over nine months. The 27 senior leaders were chosen because of their extensive experience and recognized
leadership in the disciplines that make up homeland security.
This program is one of the newest additions to the cadre of NPS graduate and executive level education programs
focused on achieving the homeland security mission. The goal of the Executive Leadership Program is to enhance
senior leaders’ capacity to develop policies and strategies and resolve homeland security issues while strengthening
their working relationships across regions, agencies, and local-state-tribal-federal jurisdictional and private sector
lines. The participants represent a snapshot of homeland security across the country and included state and city
homeland security and emergency management directors, National Guard, law enforcement and fire leaders, public
health officials, the FBI, Coast Guard, and FEMA as well as executives from private industry.
The NPS Center for Homeland Defense and Security has been conducting graduate and executive level education
programs for senior officials since 2002. The Center’s master’s degree program graduates 60 senior officials every
year. More than 125 graduates have conducted original research and written theses focused on solving homeland
security policy and strategy issues across the nation. Several of the theses have become best practices and used
as national models. The Mobile Education Team (MET) has conducted over 80 seminars for governors and mayors
and their homeland security teams. More than 2500 senior officials have participated in the MET program since its
inception.
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The Executive Leadership Program will be a significant contribution to the other DHS initiatives that prepare senior
officials to develop and implement the policies and strategies necessary to secure the nation from future terrorist
attacks.
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